Ideas and Development

The essay is an argumentative essay.
The essay clearly defines the problem.

The solution addresses the problem.

All parts of the essay are clearly related to the problem and the solution.

The solution accounts for contrary views.
Correctly-formatted in-text citations and works cited page.

Minimum length.

Organization

Thesis at the end of the introduction.
Paragraph breaks between major points.

Paragraphs stay on topic.

Topic sentences that define the main point of each paragraph.

Topic sentences that are also transitions.  Transitions that establish connections between paragraphs.
Checklist

Does the essay have a thesis that states that a governing body should make a change to a specific rule, law, or policy?

Is the problem clear?
Is the solution clear?
Does the solution address the problem?

All parts of the essay are clearly related to the problem and the solution.
In-text citations for all direct quotations and all information that is not common knowledge.

Works cited page.

Thesis at the end of the introduction.

Paragraph breaks between topics.

Paragraphs stay on topic.

Topic sentences define the main point of each paragraph.

Transitions establish connections between paragraphs.  Note:  One word (such as “also” or “however”) will not establish a sufficient connection between paragraphs.
