
My Love Affair with Opera

❤

																																								Judy Miner 2025



War Memorial Opera House  (398)
My home away from home is the opera house in San Francisco. Built in the 1920s, it opened in 

1932 with Tosca. I have attended 398 operas there since 1961. It has 3,162 seats but I feel happiest 
in my front row seat. Join me on a tour through my love affair with the opera!

Dedication:
To Bill Rutter my global travel partner, Larry xxx my special opera buddy and mentor, 

and Cindy Castillo for putting my love affair into print!



In 1961 I was 9 years old at St. John’s Elementary 
School and we took a field trip to the San 

Francisco Opera House to see The Magic Flute. 

It was magical for me. 

I remember the coloratura Queen of the Night 
hitting stratospheric notes and I wanted to do the 
same. My family asked me to stop trying…..but I 
was hooked on opera from that day forward! 

❤

Opera Houses 
Our tour takes you from 1980 through my 650th opera in 2025. We begin in San Francisco and New 
York in the 1980s. The 1990s bring us to Italy, France, Poland and Santa Fe.  The 2000s bring us to 

new venues in Russia, Sweden, Australia, the UK, Spain, Switzerland, Los Angeles, Hollywood, 
Chicago, DC, and Palo Alto. In the 2010s we add Canada and San Diego. Finally, in the 2020s we 
travel to Austria, Finland, Boston, St. Louis, and San Jose. Each are memorable venues. You’ll see 
each new venue I was lucky to visit and the program from the first opera I saw at each venue. The 

number next to each venue is the number of times I’ve seen a performance there. 

After that our tour goes to:    Favorite Operas,    Special Opera Moments,     My Opera Friends,     
Opera Fashion,     Favorite Lyrics,     Celebrities,     and Just the Facts!



Programs from the first opera I saw in each of these opera houses for the first time. 
For San Francisco and New York those are 

La Voix Humaine and L’Enfant Et Les Sortileges.

Fast forward to the 80’s when I started to attend live opera performances primarily 
in San Francisco. With 398 times and counting, it is my opera home. But I had the 
opportunity to go to New York in 1985 and I was even more hooked!

San Francisco Opera  (398)

New York Metropolitan 
Opera  (41)



In 1989 I had a chance to 
see Tosca in Rome at the 
Opera Di Roma (1). It 

blew my mind! I have 
saved all my programs 
from each of the 650 

operas I’ve seen.



programs here cavalleria 
rusticana, la boheme, and 

daphne

As my love expanded I ventured into new opera houses around the world. Arena Di Verona  
(5), Opera Comique Paris  (1), and Santa Fe  (44)!



warsaw Chamber Opera (2). program should be die schldigkeit des ersten geb…..



left drot teat stockkholm (1), davies hall for sf symph (1), bolshoi (1), glyndebourne (1), folkoperan (1), 
sydney (2)   programs should be la traviata, giulio cesare, die entfuhrung aus dem serail, iolanthe 
theidora and der fliegender hollander



left chicago (1) in/out, above la (37), la fenice 
(1) and la philharmonic (1)

programs should be carmen, tosca, orfeo ed 
duridice, lucio silla



left barcelona (1) and west bay (5). top zurich (1) inside and out and dc (21)

programs should be le nosse di figaro, elektra, cosi fan tutte, and madama butterly



programs should be salome, 
arabella, aida

New houses royal opera london (2), op nat de paris (2)in/out, alla scala (1)in/out



New Opera san diego (2)  program carmen



left seattle (3) and canadian (10), top san jose (2)
programs should be three decembers, blue, and elektra



left wiener staatsoper in vienna (5) and houston (2), top parallele in acad of sci (7) and philadelphia (2)
programs should be 1- days in a madhouse, intelligence, everest, simon buccanegra and die 
entfuhrung aus dem serail



left oakland scotish rite ctr for west edge (1), central city (1) top english national opera london (2) in/out   
programs should be pirates of penzance, bluebeard’s castle, and jacqueline



Will there be new houses and therefore new programs?



Favorite Operas

I have seen each of these 
operas 14 times. These 

programs are my favorites 
because…..they are 

particularly good in a 
house with……

*Tosca  in 7 cities, 2 
states, 3 countries

*La Traviata in 6 cities, 3 
states, 3 countries

*Madama Butterfly in 4 
cities, 3 states



I’ve seen Carmen and The Magic Flute 13 times each. I especially loved the performances in……and 
some other honorable mentions are…..



Special Opera Moments

At Tazza, the cast of Jungle Book at the Kennedy Center, getting ready for the show with wood-fired pizza, 
shown here with Dr. Judy Miner, their latest fan. Thank you, Mounir for your Tazza hospitality! Happy Holidays to 
all! Cheers!

Special Opera Moments…….

Of course, I needed to get an opera related license plate! 
These are the initials of my favorite opera cities: San 

Francisco, Santa Fe, New York.



In one of the recital rooms at Carnegie 
Hall, the internationally acclaimed 

countertenor Anthony Roth Costanzo 
performed a song composed by 

Osvaldo Golijov. It was such a pleasure 
to meet both of them backstage.

I enjoyed Opera Philadelphia’s 
production of The Anonymous Lover in 
2025 and was happy to reconnect with 
Anthony Roth Costanzo, who is doing 
amazing work there as their new general 

director.

Larry‘s birthday 
present to me in 

2006 was a trip to 
Venice and Verona 

for opera! We 
happily dressed 

up for Aida in 
Verona.

My Opera Friends
San Francisco opening night in 2022 was truly joyous after Covid! The dress I 
wore that night was particularly special.  Larry bought the cape that James 

Morris wore as Wotan in 1990 and used the material to make a dress for me! 
There was enough fabric for me to make a cummerbund, vest and bowtie for 

Larry.

I was beyond thrilled to meet the world 
famous composer John Adams at his 
70th birthday party in 2017, hosted by 
the San Francisco Symphony in their 

Wattis Room.



Thanks to Larry Kern, I enjoyed two 
consecutive opera opening nights in 

2009: September 11 in San Francisco 
and September 12 in Los Angeles.  It 

was a delight to pose with Willie Brown 
in San Francisco and with conductor 
James Conlon and his wife, Jennifer 
Ringo in Los Angeles along with Larry.

Celebrities and Opening 
Nights

Brian Mulligan starred as Sweeney Todd in San Francisco‘s 
production in 2015. I could not believe he took the time to 
have fun posing with me in his dressing room right before the 
performance.

Karita Mattila was a stunning Sieglinde in San Francisco’s 
2018 Ring Cycle. She was friendly and down to earth as we 
chatted at the cast party.



My Favorite Quotes
The lyrics of opera are in many languages; Italian, 
German, English, Spanish, ………and many things 
are said about opera. But for me, these hold true. 
…..

And I take away many life lessons from the lyrics in 
opera, no matter the language. Such as……



Just The Facts!
610 performances

246 operas by 
35 companies in

31 cities in
8 states and
12 countries

Most operas in a year, 46 in 2023!
Faust was my 600th opera on 10/26/24 in Toronto

My opera goals for the future are……




